
A clean whitewash 
Targets set for achievement of 
Millenium Development 
Goals erased 
Is India attempting a whitewash of its 
commitments to the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme (UNDP)? 

Normally, one would not expect any 
government to be guilty of trying to fudge 
figures before a United Nations body But a 
closer look suggests that a whitewash may 
well be underway 

Till November 2006, the UNDP website 
listed out the targets set for India to 
achieve the Milleniurn Development Goals 
(MDGs). Today the webpage no longer ex- 
ists. That could be because most of the 
goals declared on that page have not been 
met. 

Significantly, the website declared that 
all these targets, based on the 'India Hu- 
man Develo~ment Goals' outlined in the 
Tenth Five year Plan document (on pages 
6,108 and 117) brought out by the Planning 
Commission, were actually "moni- 
torable." 

Now, instead of the above webpage, pos- 
sibly to conceal the fact that its targets for 
2007 had not been met, that web page has 

' been replaced by a blander page without 

targets, and without any 'monitorable' 
promise. 

So much for the MDGs! 
The table given below lays out the evi- 

dence. Take a look at the points mentioned 
under 3 (schoolchildren), 4 (gender gap), 6 
(literacy rate), 7 (infant mortality), 8 (ma- 
ternal mortality), 9 (forest and tree cover), 
10 (potable drinking water), 11 (cleaning 
polluted rivers), 12 (HIV reduction) and 13 
(reduction of malaria related deaths). AU 
of them have targets specified, for which 
funds were allocated. 

Either these funds were not properly 
utilised, or they were not monitored, or 
both. All of which points to the terribly 
sorry state of governance in India. 

And just a minute, did someone men- 
tion 'India Poised'? 
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Deliberate move? 
l'ifi Ibwmber, UNDP's website listed 
the targets set for lndia to achieve the 
Millenium Develo~ment Goals 
T w ,  she webpage no longer exists 1 
ThThCs cwrM be because most of the 
goals listed on that page have not 
been met 

I 2 Providing gainful and high-quality employment at -- 
least to the addition to the labour force over the 
Tenth Plan ~er iod 

rates by at least 50% by 2007 empower women -- . - 
5 Reduction in the decadal rate of population .- 

growth beheen 2001 and 2011 to 16.2% 
--A 

6 Increase in literacy rates to 75% within -- 
the Tenth Plan period (2002-03 to 2006-07L 

7 Reduction of infant mortality rate (IMR) to 45 per Reduce child mortality 
1000 live births by 2007 and to 28 by 2012 -- 

establishing at leastone voluntary testing and / counselling centre in everydistrict; scaling up 
prevention of mother-to-child transmission activities 

achieving zero level increase 

the Tenth Phn period: 
amination rate) over 10% 
cidence) 1.3 or less - -  . --- - 

13 25%xdu~ ion  inmorbxty a n T m o ~ d u F t o  -- 
malaria by 2007 and 50% by 2010 (NHP 2002) 

14 -- Develop a global partnership 
for - development 

* Sourced from the UNDP lndia website httpJ/www.undp.org.in/ihdg.htm in mid-November 2006. The site is non-existenmy. 1 ** Suurcecl from Mt~~/~~~.undp.orgin/index.php?option--~~m-~~ntent&task=view&id=ll&lmid in e 3 week of Jan. 07 


